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Personal information 
Surname / First name SALA, Antonello 
Telephone(s) +39 (328) 3070446  
E-mail antonello.sala@cnr.it 
Nationality Italian 
Webpage www.cnr.it/en/people/antonello.sala     

Summary 
Senior fisheries scientist (“Research Director” highest level in Italian system) with more than 35 years experience of 
studying the wider ecosystem effects of fishing on the marine environment at the National Research Council (CNR), 
Institute of Marine Biological Resources and Biotechnologies (CNR-IRBIM), Ancona (Italy).  
Expert knowledge of physical and biological impacts in the marine environment produced by human activities, as well as 
impacts and operations of global fisheries, including marine litter, efficiency and selectivity of fishing gears, performance 
of fishing gears using underwater instrumentation, fishing gear design and modelling, and energy saving measures in 
fisheries operations. Lead scientist in numerous international research projects (>20) and national projects (>30). Chief 
scientist in more than 40 interdisciplinary oceanographic sea cruises. 
In 2024, Lead Technical Advisor for The University of the West Indies (Trinidad and Tobago) on the GEF project 
“Strategies, technologies, and social solutions to manage bycatch in tropical Large Marine Ecosystem Fisheries (REBYC-
III CLME+)”. From 2020 to 2023, fishing technology consultant (COF.REG) in the Fishing Technology and Operations 
team (NFIFO) of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO, Rome). Since 2014, external statistical 
expert for the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA, Spain). In 2019, programme officer providing scientific advice 
on the implementation of the Common Fisheries Policies and Fisheries Dependent Information at the European 
Commission DG Joint Research Centre (JRC, Italy). Since 2018, Fishery team member for Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) standard Certification of sustainable fisheries.  
From 2020 to 2024, chairperson of the ICES/FAO Working Group on Fishing Technology and Fish Behaviour (WGFTFB). 
In 2020 and 2023, chair of the ICES Workshop/Working Group of Innovative gear (WKING, WKING2, and WGING). From 
2010 to 2019, member and vice-chair (in 2018-2019) of the EU-STECF Committee (European Scientific, Technical and 
Economic Committee for Fisheries).  
Author of numerous peer reviewed publications (100) and holder of 3 patents pending. Author's h-index in Scopus: 28 and 
Web of Science: 28 (Google scholar: 33, with 4537 citations). Member on the editorial board of the Scientific Data (Nature), 
Frontiers in Marine Science (Associate Editor), Open Journal of Marine Science, Journal of Ocean Technology, Turkish 
Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Science, and Journal of Agricultural Science and Applications.  
 
Research academic profile, full list of publications, and working references can be found at the following public 
platforms 
ResearcherID:  www.researcherid.com/rid/B-8517-2016 (ID: B-8517-2016)  
Scopus: www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=7101706705 
ORCID:  http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7066-1152 
Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.it/citations?hl=en&user=XR9xkgEAAAAJ 
Publons: https://publons.com/researcher/1594351/antonello-sala 
ResearchGate: www.researchgate.net/profile/Antonello_Sala 
Linkedin: linkedin.com/in/antonello-sala-91059729  
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Project coordination and management 
2023-2025. Coordinator for the research project “Decarbonisation of the fishing fleet in the Mediterranean and Black Sea 
(DecarbonyT)”, financed by the European Commission, implementing the “Framework Contract for the provision of 
scientific advice for the Mediterranean and the Black Sea” (EASME/EMFF/2020/OP/0021).  
2017-18. Lead scientist of the project “Improvement of trawl gear selectivity in Maltese fisheries”, co-financed by the 
European Union and the Government of Malta. 
2014-17. Coordinator of the research programme (2014-17) and partner responsible (2009-14) for the “Evaluation of the 
accidental catches of protected species in the pelagic trawling (BYCATCH)”, financed by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry, Fishery and Aquaculture Directorate. 
2014-15. EU-project coordinator “Catch and discard composition including solutions for limitation and possible elimination 
of unwanted by-catches in trawl net fisheries in the Mediterranean (DISCATCH)”, financed by the European Commission. 
2012-17. Lead scientist of the EU-project “Benthic ecosystem fisheries impact study (BENTHIS)”, financed by the 
European Commission, Seventh Framework Programme. 
2012-14. Coordinator of the national project “Assessment and testing technological innovations for energy saving in bottom 
trawl fisheries (eApulia)“ financed by the Regional authority.  
2012-13. Coordinator of the EU-project “Technical specifications of Mediterranean trawls gears (myGears)”, financed by 
the European Commission. 
2012-13. Lead scientist of the national project “Yearly monitoring of the clam resources targeted by the hydraulic dredge”, 
financed by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Fishery and Aquaculture directorate. 
2011-14. Lead scientist of the EU-project “Ecosystem-based Responsive Fisheries Management in Europe 
(EcoFishMan)”, financed by the European Commission, Seventh Framework Programme. 
2010-14. Coordinator of the EU-programme “Information Collection in Energy Efficiency for Fisheries (ICEEF)”, financed 
by the European Commission, Joint Research Centre. 
2010-11. Coordinator of the national project “Energy Audit in Fisheries (e-AUDIT)”, financed by the Regional Authority. 
2009-11. Lead scientist of the national project “Free wave Over the Sea (FOS): system for the radio interconnection in free 
wave band of the shipping vessels”, financed by the Regional authority. 
2009-10. Lead scientist of the national project “Twin-trawl impact and catch efficiency (SISCA)”, financed by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry, Fishery and Aquaculture Directorate.  
2006-09. Lead scientist of the EU-project “Development of fishing Gears with Reduced Effects on the Environment 
(DEGREE)”, financed by the European Commission, Sixth Framework Programme. 
2007-08. Lead scientist of the EU-project “Energy Saving in Fisheries (ESIF)”, financed by the European Commission, 
Framework Open Call for Tenders FISH/2006/17-LOT3. 
2006-07. Coordinator of the national project “Development of an innovative technology for the reduction of bio-fouling 
oyster culture (WAVE-BRUSH)”, financed by the Regional Authority. 
2005-07. Responsible of the Unit “Biology and Ecology of the krill” in the national research project “Investigation on the 
three key species of the Middle Trophic Level of the Ross Sea (Antarctic krill, Ice krill and Silver fish) and on their 
interactions with the Top-Level Species (Birds, Whales, Seals) and the environment (MTL)”, financed by the Ministry of 
Education, Universities and Research (MIUR), National Programme of Antarctic Researches. 
2004-07. Lead scientist of the EU-project “Nephrops and CEtacean Species Selection Information and Technology 
(NECESSITY)”, financed by the European Commission, Sixth Framework Programme. 
2004-05. Coordinator of the national project “Environmental impact reduction of the Italian bottom trawling: twin-trawls 
experiment”, financed by the Regional Authority. 
2003-05. Lead scientist of the national project “Using the square mesh codends in Italian trawl net: effect on efficiency and 
selectivity”, financed by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Fishery and Aquaculture Directorate. 
2002-05. Lead scientist of the EU-project “Development of predictive model of codend selectivity (PREMECS-2)”, financed 
by the European Commission, Fifth Framework Programme. 

https://decarbonyt.eu/
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Selected short-term scientific professional services 
Chair of the ICES Workshops on “The use of Collecting bags in shrimp fisheries (WKCB, 2021)” and “Innovative fishing 
gear (WKING, 2020; WKING2, 2023)”. Scientific expert for the service to review the work of the ICES Working Group on 
Spatial Fisheries Data (WGSFD, 2016) for an OSPAR request related to the further development of fishing 
intensity/pressure mapping. In 2015, scientific expert for the European Parliament for an in-depth analysis of alternative 
solutions for driftnet fisheries and final oral dissertation in the European Parliament. Scientific expert for the East China 
Sea Fisheries Research Institute for a study on Energy Saving in Trawl Fisheries in China. Scientific member of the 
Steering Group (2012) for the development of the British Standards Institution “Publicly Available Specification for the 
Assessment of life cycle greenhouse gas emissions (PAS 2050). 

Project evaluation commissions 
Independent evaluator for the following project frameworks: 

- Ocean Innovation Challenge (2020) funded by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); 
- EU-MarTERA ERA-NET Cofund (2017, 2019, 2020, 2021), the European Research Area (ERA) in maritime and marine 

technologies and blue growth; 
- Bycatch mitigation technologies (2015, 2017) funded by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA); 
- Marine Systems and Renewable Energy (2014) funded by the Research Council of Norway; 
- Gillnets bycatch reduction (2009) funded by the Northeast Consortium, University of New Hampshire (USA). 

Invited lecturer in professional and training courses 
Guest lecturer (2017, 2014, and 2010) at the International courses: Technological solutions for reduction of discard in 
fisheries, Ecosystem approach to fisheries in the Mediterranean and Black seas. Management and decision making, 
Technical advances in fishing gear for sustainable management, organised by the International Centre for Advanced 
Mediterranean Agronomic Studies (CIHEAM) at the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Zaragoza. Lecturer (2008) at 
the professional courses Quality systems and certification: an integrated approach for the improvement of fishing products, 
directed to the Fisheries inspectors of the Albanian Ministry of Fishery.  

International scientific awards 
International ICES Service Award (2020) as Chair of the Workshop on Innovative fishing gear (WKING). International 
Young Scientist Conference Attendance Grant Award (2001), for the oral presentation Stationary hydroacoustic 
methodology to determine diel activity of fish biomass in the artificial habitats at the 17th International Congress on 
Acoustics (ICA 2001). International scholarship (2000) awarded by the Norwegian Research Council for implementing the 
study Using measurements of eyeball diameter to decipher the population dynamics of Meganyctiphanes norvegica at the 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology (Trondheim, Norway). 

Education 
Laurea in Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences with a specialisation on Marine Biology and Oceanography at the 
University of Ancona (Italy). Graduated with full marks discussing the final dissertation “Assessment of fish biomass of an 
artificial reef in the Adriatic Sea through acoustic methodology”. Diploma in Electronic and Telecommunication at the 
Technical High School “V. Volterra” of Ancona (Italy). 

Patent Cooperation Treaty 
Sala, A., Buglioni, G., Lucchetti, A., Palumbo, V., 2009. Instrument for measuring the netting rigidity modulus. Patent Deposit No. 
AN2009A000051 (IT1395481-B). 
Sala, A., Antolini, B., Lucchetti, A., Palumbo, V., Giuliani, G., 2007. Low-cost tool to reduce biofouling in oyster longline culture. Patent 
Deposit No. AN2007U000026. 
Grilli, R., Lucchetti, A., Palumbo, V., Sala, A., 2007. Light beam trawl with a rigid frame and tickler chains used for demersal fishing. 
Patent Deposit No. MC2007U000024. 
  

https://www.martera.eu/
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